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In the Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): An expression vector comprising a nucleic acid that encodes a 
an immunoucnic p eptide of 50 amino acids or less in length wherein said peptide comprises at least 
seven contiguous amino acids of an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
HBenv248-257, HBenv249-257, HBenv249.258, HBenv25o-258, HBenv25 1-259, and HBenv7<;u?ffl . and wherein 
said peptide, or a fragment thereof, binds to an appropriate HLA molecule to fonn a complex 
recognized by gytotoxic T cells which T cells recomize a native HBV antiuen . 

Claim 2 (Original): The expression vector of claim 1 , wherein the peptide is 25 amino acids 
or less in length. 

Claim 3 (Original): The expression vector of claim 2, wherein the peptide is 8, 9, 10, or 1 1 
amino acids in length. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): The expression vector of claim 1 , ftjfthef-wherein the nucleic 
acid encodes the peptide and at least one additional immunogenic peptide. 

Claim 5 (Original): The composition of claim 4, wherein the additional immunogenic 
peptide elicits a T-helper cell-mediated immune response. 

Claim 6 (Original): The composition of claim 4, wherein the additional immunogenic 
peptide elicits a cytotoxic T lymphocyte response. 

Claim 7 (Currently amendment): An expression vector comprising a nucleic acid that 
encodes a- an immunoeenic peptide consisting of the amino acid sequence that is HBenv348.357. 

Claim 8 (Currently amended): The expression vector of claim 7, wherein the nucleic acid 
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encodes the peptide and at least one additional immimogenic peptide. 

Claim 9 (Original): The composition of claim 8, wherein the additional immunogenic 
peptide elicits a T-helper cell-mediated immune response. 

Claim 10 (Original): The composition of claim 8, wherein the additional immunogenic 
peptide elicits a cytotoxic T lymphocyte response. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended): A method of stimulating a cj^otoxic T cell response, said 
method comprising administering an expression vector comprising a nucleic acid that encodes a 
peptide of 50 amino acids or less in length wherein said peptide comprises at least seven contiguous 
amino acids of an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of HBenv248-257, HBenv249- 
257, HBenv249-2585 HBenv250-258, HBenv25i-259, and HBenv?*iu?fin , and wherein said peptide, or a 
fragment thereof, binds to an appropriate H LA molecule to fonn a complex recognized by cytotoxic 
T cells which T cells recognize a native HBV antii^en . 

Claim 12 (Original): A method of stimulating a cytotoxic T cell response, said method 
comprising administering an expression vector comprising a nucleic acid that encodes a peptide 
consisting of the amino acid sequence that is HBenv348-357. 
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